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WATCH YOUR 6 !

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP E-BOARD MEETING VETERAN’S MEETING POLICE WIVES MEETING
August 30

September 27

6 p.m.

August 30

September 27

4 p.m.

August 9

September 13

11:30 a.m.

August 9

September 13

7 p.m.

GENDARME

PRINTED MONTHLY

Guidelines for Letters to the Editor.  All letters to the editor must be signed and verifiable by phone or 
personal contact.  Freedom of expression is guaranteed within the bounds of good taste and the limits of 
available space.  Upon request the author’s name may be withheld from publication and confidentialities 
assured.  The Gendarme takes no responsibility for the content of letters in this section,.

The Gendarme newspaper is the official publication of the St. Louis Police Officers’ Association and is 
published in St. Louis.  However, opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
SLPOA or the St. Louis Police Department.

Copyright Gendarme 2023
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“The objective of the Saint Louis Police Officers’ Association shall be to advance the moral, 
social and material standing of the members of the Association by honorable and lawful means. 
As a labor organization the Association shall endeavor to achieve Collective Bargaining with 
Binding Arbitration.”  (Preamble of the Association’s Constitution and By-Laws)

WATCH 
YOUR 6 !

YL
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*** Reminder***
Spots Still 

Available for Teams 

and Hole Sponsors

 

9am Shotgun start

Friday, September 22, 2023

 

For more information email:

joe.steiger@slpoa.org

Fore Honor Golf Course 

5300 Dulin Creek RD., House Springs, MO 63051
(636) 671-0447

___________
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MESSAGE FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

n the past issue of the Gendarme, we talked vetoed, there will not be a special session 
about several key pieces of legislation that called to allow for our issue to be addressed, so I

passed during the last session of the Missouri we will have to wait until next year to push for 
Legislature.  One bill that started as a bill to the passage of a bill to address the COB 
increase penalties for assault of a law overreach.  
enforcement animals developed into a lengthy 
omnibus public safety bill, Senate Bill 189.  Retiree Pension Trustee Endorsement
Within this bill Senator Luetkemeyer and 

At the last meeting of the Executive Board, Representative Roberts were able to add an 
retiree, former SLPOA member, and current important provision defining the authority of 
Pension Board Trustee Sam Zouglas, spoke to civilian oversight boards.  This was an attempt 
the members and requested an endorsement to prevent the overreach by progressive City 
from our organization.  Sam has been a politicians as it applies to review boards.  The 
member of the pension board since 2020 and State of Missouri grants each city, county and 
was also an active member and former city not within a county (St. Louis City) the 
Executive Board member of SLPOA during his ability to establish a civilian review board.  
years as a police officer.  Sam has a proven These boards are given the power to receive, 
track record as a Pension Trustee and investigate, make findings and recommend 
communicates regularly with our organization disciplinary action as it relates to misconduct 
concerning the issues at the Pension Board.  by police officers.  In an obvious attempt to 
The SLPOA Executive Board voted to endorse work around the power granted through the 
Sam Zouglas for the open retiree position on statute, the Board of Alderman passed an 
the pension board.  SLPOA encourages all of ordinance creating a new Civilian Oversight 
our eligible readers and subscribers to vote for Board (COB) with independent powers to 
Sam Zouglas for Pension Trustee.  His investigate misconduct and use of force 
statement can be found in this issue of the incidents that we believe broadly oversteps the 
Gendarme as well.    authority granted through Missouri State Election Results

Statute.  SB 189 fixed that overreach.  
Golf Tournament The declaration for candidacy for the SLPOA 

stExecutive Board was held between August 1  Unfortunately, the Governor vetoed SB 189 
SLPOA is hosting our first Annual Golf thand August 7  in accordance with the By-Laws.  before it became law.  The veto was not related 
Tournament.  We are still in need of golfers, All odd number Divisions and the at large to any language concerning our issue, instead, 
hole sponsors and prizes.  If any active or positions of President, Financial Secretary and the Governor was concerned over several 
retired member is able to assist or attend, Sergeant at Arms were open for all active other sections of this lengthy omnibus bill.  
p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  m e  a t  members in good standing to declare for Specifically, the Governor believes Section 
joe.steiger@slpoa.org.  Proceeds from this candidacy.  The Division Representatives and 650.058 of this bill would have put the State of 
event will go directly to the SLPOA Donation at Large Officer positions were filed in a timely Missouri on the hook for restitution payments 
Budget.  These funds are used for charitable manner and every position was uncontested.  when a local prosecutor makes a motion to 
contributions and donations, to assist officers The only exception was Division 3 which had vacate a judgment for a prior conviction after 
who are injured both on and off-duty and for no candidate file for the open seat.  That the convicted is found to be innocent and their 
community outreach programs.  Division Representative will be appointed by conviction is set aside.  The governor believes 

President Schroeder and confirmed by a vote local jurisdictions should be responsible for 
The loss of manpower in the department has of the Executive Board in accordance with the payments when these errors occur, not every 
translated into the loss of membership for our SLPOA By-Laws.  Since all of the positions taxpayer throughout the state of Missouri.  The 
organization.  This, in turn, has led to our dues were uncontested, there will be no need to hold other issue that was concerning to the 
collections also decreasing.  The first thing to an election for this year's offices.  The Governor and led to this veto can be found in 
be cut from any budget is always the Executive Board will vote to approve the new Section 610.140, wherein convicted sex 
extracurricular items that are not essential to members of the Executive Board at the offenders could have their records expunged 
running the organization.  Please help us to September meeting, thus affecting the election and be allowed to remove their names from the 
make this event successful so we can continue by unanimous consent.sex offender registry.  Although SB 189 was 
to be active with these important endeavors. 

Update

By Joe Steiger
SLPOA Business Manager
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Candidates for Position of ACTIVE Trustee

At the close of this year's Trustee Election Filing Period (4:00 P.M., 08/11/2023), the following have filed a Declaration of Candidacy for 
the position of Active Trustee to this System's Board of Trustees for the three- year Term of Office which begins October 1, 2023:

· Leo Rice

Under provisions of the Police Retirement System Trustees' Manual, Section 3.09.4, “In the event only one qualified candidate for any 
Trustee office to be filled by election files a timely and valid Declaration of Candidacy, no election shall be conducted for that office and 
said candidate shall be certified by the Board as the elected candidate for that office.”

Leo filed a timely and valid declaration of candidacy, so I anticipate he will be certified by the Board as the elected candidate.

Therefore, there will be no need to mail ballots to Active members of the System for this position. 

Candidates for Position of RETIREE Trustee 

At the close of this year's Trustee Election Filing Period (4:00 P.M., 08/11/2023), the following have filed a Declaration of Candidacy for 
the position of Retiree Trustee to this System's Board of Trustees for the three- year Term of Office which begins October 1, 2023:

· Samuel Zouglas

· Michael Anderson

Envelopes bearing the return address of the System's auditor, Sikich LLP and marked “Official Pension Ballot” will be mailed to the 
home of record of every retired officer on Friday, September 1, 2023.  The envelopes will contain the official ballot and a postage-paid 
return envelope addressed to the office of the auditor, Sikich LLP.  Only those ballots received in the auditor's office prior to 4:00 P.M. 

thon Friday, September 15  will be counted.
thThe results will be announced on Friday, September 15  after 4:00 P.M.

PRS ELECTION INFORMATION

YOUR PRS ELECTION BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED 

BY 4PM ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH
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